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and the troubles of travel. The quarters at Hofuf were
built in the traditional Nejdi style, with deep arches and
decorated with heavily cut plaster-work, like lace in mortar.
The coffee-fire was alight, and the shout of "Qahwa"
brought the coffee-maker quickly to his hearth, where his
shining brass coffee-pots awaited him, graded in size like
soldiers in a row. With a sweep of the left arm the coffee-
man, slightly bowing, handed the little handleless cups of
strong bitter coffee, the strength of which lightens the fatigue
of travellers. A gigantic Negro, in a flowered gown, with
a gold sword slung from his forearm by a sling of black
silk and silver wire, came from the young Emir Saud Ibn
Abdulla al Jaluwi, to inquire after our health and felicitate
us upon safe arrival.

The minaret of the Citadel Mosque gleamed a deathly
white against the blue of night in the open doorway. After
dinner we lay fatigued upon our beds, until sleep overcame
minds busy with the strangeness of an old-new world.